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W 
hat you missed if you didn’t attend the 2015 D/10 Fall Conference: 

 

Vessel Safety Checks still are a very good way to interact with the boating com-

munity: a Vessel Examiner imparts some of his/her knowledge of safety on the water 

while gaining experience on the vast multitude of vessels, equipment and the differ-

ent ways boaters react in various situations.  

 

The Geodetic Marker Recovery Program is back. Lt/C Ruth Durkin is on top of this; join her for a fun time while 

providing a civic service. 

 

In the area of Public Relations, squadrons are encouraged to using social media like Facebook, etc. to get out the word 

about the Unites States Power Squadrons® to a larger audience. 

 

Watch for developments for approaching marina operators to acquire informational and warning signage concerning 

Electric Shock Drowning. District 10 wants to facilitate using the same signage throughout our geographical area so 

it can be instantly recognized so as to better inform the boating public. 

 

The State of Wisconsin now requires that State Specific Questions are included in the exams for our America’s Boat-

ing Course. Instructors, consult the USPS website or call me for a copy. Get familiar with these topics. 

 

The National Association of State Boating Law Administrators requires that we use the 2015 Edition of America’s 

Boating Course and the corresponding 2015 exam. 

 

District 10 is encouraging distance learning via our subscription to GoToMeeting software by Citrix. To date, several 

courses have been taught. I will try to ascertain what is on the schedule in the future. Meanwhile, contact this writer to 

express your interest in either taking one of our USPS Courses or teaching a course. 

 

At the Fall Conference, it was announced that P/R/C Alan Wentworth, SN has won the Chapman Award. One of 5 

winners, Alan will be awarded a sextant to take back to his squadron, Door County Sail & Power Squadron. 

 

Door County walked away with the Educational Department premier annual 

awards: the Prince Henry Award and the Squadron Educational Achievement 

Award. 

 

Membership in D/10 is up 5.2% over the past year for the period ending Aug. 

31st. Milwaukee Sail & Power Squadron didn’t fare as well – we lost 1 member 

during the same period. 

 

We are trying to increase attendance at District 10 events. Whether you have at-
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tended D/10 events in the past or not, please fill out the survey supported 

by  Survey Monkey. It’s totally anonymous and your answers will be tabulat-

ed statistically and should give us some guidance in planning D/10 events iin 

the future.  

 

At long last, “Branding” has become an initiative in USPS. Encourage the 

members of your MS&PS Bridge to use the template showing the United States 

Power Squadrons® logo most prominently displayed. 

 

For those who desire it, the District 10 Roster is available on the D/10 web-

site. Cdr Chuck Kersey has a copy on a disk. If you wish, ask Chuck to make a 

copy for you. 

 

The Proposed Budged for the 2016 – 2017 Watch Year was ratified by 

the Conference. Projected expenses are $565.00 below the projected expenses 

for the current Watch Year. I would point out that actual expenses for the fiscal 

year ending Mar. 31, 2015 are $3831.31 below actual income. This is the second 

consecutive year that income exceeded expenses. 

 

The D/10 Council approved one request from the Enrichment Fund. 

 

An experiment at the Fall Conference was to have many more semi-

nars on than in the past. Seminars included: DB2000, Instructor Re-

certification, Electric Shock Drowning, Questions to the D/10 Bridge and CPR/

AED/First Aid which includes certification by the Red Cross upon successful 

completion. Folks general had a lot to do; the experiment seemed pleasing to 

most. 

 

The items above give a broad but brief overview of the many issues which came 

up. Please contact the writer for further explanation of any of the items above 

which especially are of interest to you. 

 

“Fly Our Ensign Proudly”, 

 

Thad Smyczek, SN D/10 D/C  

2015 – 2016 Watch Year  

262-786-1475 

tmsmyczek@netzero.net 

(Continued from page 1) 

“Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends.” 
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Commander 

Cmdr. Chuck Kersey AP 
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commander@milwaukeepowersqadron.org 

 

 Executive Officer 

Lt/C Ruth Durkin AP 
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Administrative Officer 

Lt/C Amy Seeley 
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Administrative@milwaukeepowersquadron.org 
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P/C Mike Wiedel JN 
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  P/C  Kim Rutkowski P 
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Lt/C Paul Langer, AP 
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T 
he Deck Watch Is published  by 

the Milwaukee Sail and  Power 

Squadron in the months of March, 

June , September and December.  Items  

for publication are due no later than the  

14th day of the month previous to publi-

cation.  

  

Please send questions, comments,  Ros-

ter  information, updates/changes, pho-

tos, news etc. to: 

 capluck@yahoo.com 

  

P/C Carl Pluckhan SN 

 Editor 
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Mike Wiedel, JN – IN 

MSPS Educational Officer 

 

M 
SPS will again be conducting a series of seminars at South Shore Yacht 

Club. The seminars beginning in February 2016 after the Boat Show, 

will include Anchoring, How To Use a Chart, Mastering the Rules of the Road, 

Basic Weather Forecasting, Emergences On Board, Using VHF & Marine VHF/

DSC Marine Radio, and Trailering Your Boat. The Public Boating Course will 

also again be offered in January at the Milwaukee Boat Show January 23, and 

again in at Franklin High School in Spring. Watch for the dates on the Web 

Site, and in the Updater 

 

Our Celestial Navigation course continues with students spending the summer 

taking sights and working on converting this data to information that can be 

plotted on a chart. The new Celestial Navigation Courses incorporate computer 

technology to assist with the calculations and plotting tasks. Many of the USPS 

courses have been completely rewritten and realigned. Check out the USPS 

Education site at http://www.usps.org/index.html/index.php/courses-another

-version for information on the new offerings. 

 

There is a new Electronic Navigation Course just released by our National Or-

ganization. This new course includes such topics as Electronic charting soft-

ware for the desktop computer, Tablet and smartphone apps that provide the 

electronic navigation function at the helm, hands-on exercises on a PC that 

simulates GPS functions, using charting software and a chart plotter emulator, 

and an overview of the Automatic Identification System (AIS). Look for this 

course to be offered during the fall and winter boating hiatus. Other offerings I 

am planning on MSPS to offer are Engine Maintenance, and the Crossing 

Boarders courses. Even though the syllabus of each of these courses shows a 

number of individual two hour sessions each, I believe, following the success 

we have had with the One Day America’s Boating Course class, these offerings 

can be completed in two 8 hour sessions over the course of one or two week-

ends. Look for dates, and location on our MSPS web page or in the monthly 

MSPS email Updater. 

 

If you have additional lighting installed on your vessel you may be in violation 

of the COLREGS See the article “Safety Alerts Nav Lights” By the USCG else-

where in this issue. 

 

Best wishes for a Happy Holiday Season, and we will see you in class!! 

 

Mike 

 Educational Department - December 
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 BOATING SEMINARS 
 Sponsored by  Mi lwaukee Sai l  & Power  Squadron 

Each 2 hour seminar will be held on Thursdays at South Shore Yacht Club  on the  2nd 

floor  Seminars begin at 6:30 pm.  

Feb 4th:  Anchoring                                   

Feb 11th:  How to Use a Chart                 

Feb 25th:   Rules of the Road 

March 3rd:  Emergencies on Board 

Mar 10th:  Using Marine Radio 

Mar 24th:  Weather Forecasting 

Pre-registration required for ordering of materials: Register on-line: http://www.milwaukeepowersquadron.org/Classes/Seminars/ 

 or Mike  414-353-8240 educational@milwaukeepowersquadron.org 

By understanding anchoring conditions and 

situations, you'll protect your boat and get a 

good night's sleep on the water. Seminar cost 

including the Anchoring QuickGuide and 

Anchoring Seminar booklet. $ 40.00 

Understand the forecast and know what to expect,. 

This seminar presents a complex subject in a way 

that is both understandable and useful. Includes 

waterproof McGraw Hill Captain’s QuickGuide 

Onboard Weather Forecasting .  

Seminar Cost $ 50.00 

Charts include must-have information, includ-

ing bottom contours, hazards, and aids to navi-

gation, to help you travel safely. Each student 

receives a waterproof flip-fold Chart Symbols 

and On-the-Water Guide to take along on the 

boat with you, . Seminar Cost  $50.00 

VHF radio is the mainstay of coastal communication and 

essential for emergency communications.  Seminar cost 

with CD simulator Captains’ Quick Guide is $50.00 

Topics such as preventing accidents, running aground, fire, getting lost, towing, medical conditions, 

as well as other often-encountered emergencies are covered. The seminar comes with the Emergen-

cies on Board Quick Guide—a handy reference to use in responding to emergency situations. Semi-

nar cost  including full color Student Guide $50.00 

Simplifies the sometimes complex law relating to boat operation for the 

recreational boater. Seminar cost and a copy of The One Minute 

Guide to the Nautical Rules of the Road is $50.00 
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Lt/C Ruth Durkin AP 

Executive Officer 

 

O 
n Sept. 26, 2015 John & Mary Ann Goetzman & I found more geodetic 

markers. It was a gray morning, but the sun came out to help us in our 

search. 

 

Our first stop was at the Lighthouse. It was an easy catch, a short stop, and a good 

photo opportunity. Alas, the fact that the sun hadn’t broken through the clouds 

yet did not allow for photography. 

 

Our next stop was at the Summerfest Grounds, at Henry Maier Festival Park…

operated by Milwaukee, World Festival, Inc. 

 

Many of you may already know that the grounds have quite a history. Per onmil-

waukee.com, Maitland Airport or Maitland Field opened in 1927. In the 1950’s the 

location became one of the eight Nike Missile Installations located in the Milwau-

kee and Waukesha areas. Both the Ajax and Hercules Missiles were on site. The 

Hercules Missiles was nuclear- capable. There was a radar battery by Lake Park. 

Around 1969 the Army sold the location to the Harbor Commission or city which 

in turn leased it to Summerfest for $1.00 per year. Per the security detail at the 

Summerfest grounds, only one of the original Maitland structures still exists. 

Many more details are available online regarding Maitland and Summerfest. 

 

After showing our authorization email to the Security personnel, we were admit-

ted to the grounds. As in the past, the security personnel were helpful in answer-

ing most of our questions. On the grounds we were able to actually locate one Ge-

odetic Marker and one Witness Post, dating back to the 70’s ’s. Despite the deter-

mination and hard work of John Goetzman, of digging a foot or more around the 

Witness Post and about six inches deep; we (he) was not able to find the station 

marker that was supposed to be there. We determined that there were three refer-

ence markers and one other Station Marker that couldn’t be found and for which 

we should be able to get credit. After much measuring & pacing off distances and 

viewing numbers on power poles & freeway piers we ended the search. 

 

We went to the Moebius Printing Company/A. Gagliano Company Incorporated 

Building at 300 N. Jefferson St. We found the marker easily on the south side of 

the building. Since we were starving and thirsty we decided to break for lunch. 

Chuck Kersey wasn’t able to get off earlier to help with search for markers. But we 

called him and he met us for lunch at O’Lydia’s, a nice way to end the search. 

 

On October 13 Sue Kersey and I searched for a marker prior to the dinner and 

movie the Squadron held at McKinley Marina. I had previously seen a marker at 

the west end of the north breakwater by the boat ramp. We strolled over and doc-

umented its location. It was installed by the Army Corps. of Engineers. 

 

Ruth   

 Geodetic Marker Search Highlights 
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 USPS Blast  
Excerpted from the monthly informational Newsletter distribut-

ed to Editors and Webmasters by USPS 

Look up Potential Life and Emeritus Members 
Attention squadron and district commanders, you can get merit mark information online 
by logging in and clicking “Merit Mark Recipients.” Find out which members are potential 
life members or potential member emeriti for the year. Also get a list of who received a 
merit mark for a given year. Email: Lena Padro  

BSVT Gen 3.0 and New Simulators on the Way! 
Five more Boating Skills Virtual Trainer simulators have been ordered, which will bring the 
total to 18 by year's end. Current units will be upgraded over the next 4–6 weeks to version 
2.4, which enhances some exercises, brings additional boat traffic, and gives more expo-
sure to USPS on the menu screen. Generation 3.0, now under development, will be intro-
duced at the 2016 USPS Annual Meeting. Important! Anyone reserving and using a unit is 
expected to return a completed Coast Guard tracking form for ALL users of the unit to pro-
ject manager Lisa Herndon Wilson with demographics and scores. This information is crit-
ical for sending quarterly reports to the Coast Guard for funding; please help us keep track 
of our usage so we can continue to improve and expand the program, thank you! Email: 
Lisa Herndon Wilson  

Amazon.com Gives Back to USPS 
The Amazon Smile Program gives 1% of your purchases back to a selected organization. On 
your first visit to smile.amazon.com, you will be asked to login to your Amazon account 
and pick an organization. You can select your own squadron or district or United States 
Power Squadrons. Follow the steps to create an account for squadron or district. Once you 
sign up, you will start shopping at smile.amazon.com, with Amazon's same great selection 
and prices. Smile works with Amazon Prime accounts, too! Email: Kristi Anderson 
Read more: http://smile.amazon.com...  

50% Off 100th Anniversary Items! 
All USPS 100th anniversary items are 50% off, including winter vests and scarfs, sweat-
shirts, and caps! Order yours today before the cool weather sets in. Visit the Ship's Store 
website and click on the "Sale" prompt. Email: Jacky Van Doren  

A Tragic Story 
Carbon monoxide took the life of a member who did not have a CO detector on board and 
did not recognize the signs of CO poisoning. Don't let this happen to you! Your Safety Com-
mittee will be sponsoring a CPR/First Aid Course for Boaters at the upcoming Annual 
Meeting in Orlando. All members are encouraged to take the course, which covers CO poi-
soning, prevention, symptoms and treatment, plus CPR, AED usage, and other boating-
related medical concerns and emergencies. Course information and a registration form are 
posted on the CPR/First Aid Committee Web page. You can also call me at 301-767-5905. 
Email: Alan Karpas  

Geodetic Marker Hunt 
Squadrons are always looking for fun activities for all members. Cooperative Charting Geo-
detics can be that activity. Plan an outing similar to a scavenger hunt within your area. 
Split members into groups to search for geodetic markers. Have the teams return within a 
given time for snacks and fellowship. Have one member per team submit the geodetic 
marks recovered via the Cooperative Charting website. Have fun! Email: Diane M Ju-
lum 
Read more: Geodetic Program  
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 The Restoration Of The Fox Locks 

Robert Stark Past Commander of the Milwaukee Sail and Power Squadron and Past District Commander of D10 is the 

Chief Executive Officer of the Fox River Navigational System Authority which is working to restore the locks on the 

Fox River. On Tuesday August 25, 2015 the Kaukauna locks were flooded. It signaled the completion of a 10-year, 

$14.5 million effort to restore 16 of the 17 locks on the Fox River. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert J. Stark 

Chief Executive Officer Fox River Navigational System Authority 

 

T 
he authority was created to oversee the management of the Fox River locks after the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

transferred responsibility for the system to Wisconsin in 2004. Its primary mission is to repair, rehabilitate, oper-

ate and maintain the locks system. 

 

The initial funding for the authority totaled $23 million and came from the corps ($11.8 million), local fundraising ($2.8 

million), matching state money ($2.8 million) and matching federal money ($5.6 million). Investment income and 

grants have supplemented its holdings. The authority doesn’t have taxing powers. 

 

A nine-member board of directors governs the authority. The board consists of two members each from Brown, Out-

agamie and Winnebago counties; a representative of the Department of Natural Resources; a representative of the De-

partment of Transportation; and a representative of the Wisconsin Historical Society. 

 

The restoration of the Fox locks bears huge economical, historical and recreational implications for the region. 

A 1993 study by LDR International determined the Fox River corridor, enhanced by the reopening of the locks and a 

national heritage designation, could generate an additional $74 million in annual economic activity. The Fox locks are 

one of only two hand-operated locks systems in the United States and, within two or three years, will allow boaters to 

navigate the lower Fox between Lake Winnebago and Lake Michigan. 

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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 This 

is  

 

 

 

 

Lock No. 3 

 “This is where Wisconsin started,” said Tim Rose, board chairman of the Fox River Navigational System Authority, 

which is responsible for the operation of the locks. “This is where the northern part of the United States started. 

(Explorers) Marquette and Joliet went down this river.” 

 

The lower Fox River falls 168 feet from Lake Winnebago to Green Bay, comparable to the drop at Niagara Falls. A sys-

tem of locks, canals and dams was built in the 1840s and 1850s to tame the rapids and make the waterway navigable for 

transporting goods and people. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers assumed responsibility of the locks in 1872. 

 

The locks system was key to Wisconsin’s shipping and paper industries but was closed in the mid-1980s as those indus-

tries declined and maintenance costs grew. The corps transferred ownership of the locks to the state of Wisconsin in 

2004, and the state created the Fox River Navigational System Authority to repair and reopen the locks. 

 

The authority has spent the last decade restoring the locks, which are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

The five Kaukauna locks are the last to be finished.  

“We like to think it’s probably been the impetus to get a lot of the things that are happening on the river started,” Rose 

said. “Eagle Flats (in Appleton) and all of those kinds of things probably wouldn’t have happened had this thing not 

started.” 

 

(Con-

tinued 

from 

page 

7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

The Restoration Of The Fox Locks 
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While the reopening of the Kaukauna locks are cause for commemoration, three obstacles remain before boaters can 

travel the 39 miles between Lake Winnebago and Green Bay. They are the replacement of the Mill Street lift bridge in 

Little Chute, the repair of the Veterans Memorial lift bridge in Kaukauna and the construction of an overland boat trans-

fer and cleansing station at the sealed Rapide Croche lock near Wrightstown. 

 

Those improvements, targeted for completion by 2017, would reopen the entire length of the lower Fox River to boaters. 

 

Rose said he counted 20 historic sites along the river between Oshkosh and Green Bay. “It could become a major tourist 

attraction,” he said. 

 

The locks are a marvel of engineering and workmanship and operate the 

same way they did 160 years ago. 

The system includes 17 locks — Menasha, Appleton (4), Cedars, Little Chute, 

Combined Locks (2), Kaukauna (5), Rapide Croche, Little Kaukauna and De 

Pere — that were opened between 1850 and 1856. They were built by labor-

ers using picks, shovels, horses and dynamite. Some of the limestone walls 

were quarried at High Cliff. Many of the gates are made of huge timbers. 

 

“It was the first public works project that the state of Wisconsin did,” Rose 

said. 

The Boldt Co. was hired to restore the Kaukauna locks to heritage standards. The project included repairing the locks’ 

mechanical systems and rebuilding the locks’ walls, gates, chambers and guard houses. Workers salvaged what they 

could and replicated what was beyond repair. 

 

At Kaukauna Lock 3, the new gate doors are made of Douglas fir timbers and weigh about 20,000 pounds each. 

The locks measure 35 feet wide and 144 feet long, and the water enters and exits by gravity. The fee to use the locks sys-

tem costs $6 a day or $120 for a season pass. 

 

State Law requires the Fox River Navigational System Authority to maintain the barrier at the Rapide Croche lock “to 

prevent sea lampreys and other aquatic nuisance species from moving upstream.” The law says that any transport of 

watercraft around the barrier must include steps to control invasive species that could harm upstream fisheries. 

 

The authority plans to build a $3.8 million transfer and cleansing station that will lift up a boat, spray off the hull and 

lower it into a tank of 112-degree water to kill the nuisance species. The boat’s systems also will be flushed with hot water 

before the craft is placed back into the river. 

 

The transfer station will lift boats upstream and downstream, but only boats headed upstream will require cleansing. 

 

“We believe the Rapide Croche Boat Transfer and Cleansing Station can serve as a national model for the protection of a 

river system from aquatic invasive species,” said Bob Stark, the authority’s chief executive officer. 

 

The authority estimates the operation and maintenance of the station will cost $80,000 annually. Expenses will be offset 

by fees collected from boaters using the station. 

“The goal is to make that self-sustaining,” Stark said. “It will be $25 to $50, depending upon the size of the boat, for the 

cleansing part of it.” 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 

The Restoration Of The Fox Locks 
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The fee for boats traveling downstream might be less, given that they wouldn’t be required to go through the hot-water 

bath. 

 

The authority proposes building a $1.7 million visitors center in 2017 to showcase the history of the locks system. 

 

The two-story center would be located next to Appleton Lock 3 at the northeast corner of South Lawe and East Newberry 

streets. It could be coupled with a private condominium development and the reuse of a nearby lock tender house as 

part of the revitalization of the Appleton industrial flats. 

 

Plans call for the upper level of the visitors center to house interpretive exhibits that would explain the importance of the 

locks system. The lower level would include a meeting space for classroom visits and public restrooms that would be ac-

cessible year-round by paddlers, boaters, pedestrians and bicyclists. 

 

The Fox Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau awarded a $100,000 tourism development grant to the authority for the 

construction of the visitors center. 

 

“It has the potential to really turn into something,” Rose said. 

 

Lock tender houses 

The authority acquired nine lock tender houses as part of the locks sys-

tem. 

 

The exteriors of eight of the houses were renovated — one house was 

razed — and the authority is studying ways to use the houses and gener-

ate income for the operation of the locks system. 

 

The De Pere lock tender house has been leased to 3 Dam Guys, a group 

of businessmen. The first floor is home to a small cafe operated by Ka-

varna, and the upper floor is used as an office suite. 

 

The Little Chute house has been leased to the Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Parkway for use as a hostel that can be rented by 

boaters or kayakers. It’s being restored to the 1930s era and will be ready for use next year. 

 

“Their goal is to make it like the lock tender is living there,” Stark said. “You’re a guest in the lock tender’s house. It will 

be furnished and set up that way.” 

 

The Appleton lock tender house could be reopened as a bed-and-breakfast. 

“It’s all public land, and the public ought to be able to use it,” Rose said. 

(Continued from page 9) 

The Restoration Of The Fox Locks 
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N 
ov 21, 2015 Casting Off (during the first snowfall!) the newly commissioned USS MILWAUKEE an innovative lit-
toral combat ship - made in Wisconsin, named for AND commissioned in Milwaukee - [with all the government dig-

nitaries] - a jet boat on steroids! - 50+ more on order...Anchors Away! 

Submitted by Mary Goodnetter 

USS MILWAUKEE  (LCS5) - COMMISSIONING 

I 
  was also present at the commissioning ceremonies and  after 2 

1/2 hours sitting outside in sub freezing weather  with 15mph 

winds I could  barely get my old bones working again. It took me an 

hour to stop shaking and warm up. .. It was a fine ceremony for a 

very deserving ship and crew with all the invited dignitaries passing 

on their accolades.  … However, I was reminded of  the words of the 

man who was tarred and feathered and run out of  town on a rail. “ If 

it weren’t for the honor of the whole thing I would have just as soon 

passed it up” …...Brrrrrrrrr  ……. The Editor 
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Published by the United States Power Squadrons® 

Public Relations Committee 

Contact: Greg Scotten gscotten@comcast.net 

 

M 
y local newspaper did a great job recently in presenting a case 

to consider “slow zones” in selected narrow areas. It was seek-

ing to prevent more accidents like an unfortunate fatal incident last 

month. There are some conditions whereby signs and slow zones can 

reduce the potential of accidents. Unfortunately, there is no way to 

offset the “disease” which might be identified as stupid-itis.”  

If you live in Florida and watch the evening news, you might have 

seen the two recent accidents that occurred in local waters. In one 

case, the captain ran head-on into a channel marker. In the other 

case, the captain “misjudged” the size of a passing wake and cata-

pulted his passenger overboard.  

 

In the first instance, I guess other boaters were fortunate that the 

guy hit a channel marker. His inattention might just as likely have 

resulted in his hitting another boat. It makes one wonder whether he had first sounded his horn at the marker and expected it to 

move. Or maybe he just didn’t see, sticking up out of the water, a one foot diameter post with a red triangle on it?  

 

As for the second incident, we probably have an outbreak of “Stupid-itis.” The “first symptom” was the passing boat coming close 

enough to the second vessel so as to create a wake from which a person was catapulted overboard. Every captain is responsible for 

controlling his own wake and is liable by law for any injury or damage caused by his wake.  

 

The “second symptom” appeared when the other captain either did not see the wake and/or didn’t know how to safely steer his boat 

toward the wake. Apparently this disease out-break was severe. 

 

Just last week, a reader emailed to tell me that he had recently purchased his first boat and he asked whether I could help him choose 

and enroll in a basic boating class. This is evidence that the disease can be avoided: we do have some responsible people out there.  

 

Every boater needs to know how to boat safely and to protect his crew, but he also must be on the lookout for those irresponsible boat-

ers who are out there. If boaters can run into channel markers and catapult their crew overboard, there is no telling what else they are 

capable of doing.  

 

So, as my local paper told us, be sure to post a look out at both the bow and the stern. Not only will this keep you from hitting an ob-

ject, but the lookout can also warn you when any careless or reckless boater is approaching.  

 

Boating can be fun, if you know what you are doing and boat defensively.  So, boat safely my friend and take a United States Power 

Squadrons’® ABC Boating class. Watch for schedules of upcoming classes or go to www.USPS.org. 

As the members of the United States Power Squadrons® now remind us: “Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the 

Friends” 

 

Lt. Bill Hempel 

Senior Feature Writer 

Marketing/Public Relations Committee 

United States Power Squadrons® 

CARELESS BOATERS ARE AT IT AGAIN 
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 DECEMBER  

Robert Caraway Mary Goodnetter Paul Langer 

Ron Kraase     

 JANUARY 2016  

Joseph Besharse  Ruth Durkin  Craig Ellis 

Dorinda Himmelsbach Jeff Himmslsbach Mike Krohn 

 FEBRUARY 2016  

Tim Cimbalnik Fran Pauls Michael Schulz 

Kim Rutkowski Dolores Ziebol Shawn Eland 

Jerry Steurnagel   

Milwaukee Sail and Power 

Squadron Holiday Party 
When:           Wednesday December 16, 2015 

Where:           SSYC (South Shore Yacht Club) 

Menu Choices:     6oz Tenderloin Filet 

    8 oz Chicken Marsala 

    10 oz Orange Roughy 

Dessert included 

 

How Much: $35.00 

Time: Cocktails: 6:00 pm    Dinner 7:00 pm 

RSVP: Menu Choice by Dec 9th. To:                    

secretary@milwaukeepowersquadron.org  

414-353-8240  
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  2015 Holiday Party Charity Event 

Peace Corps Volunteer 

A 
s many of you know each year at our Annual Holiday Party the members of 

the Milwaukee Sail and Power Squadron take a collection and donate those 

funds to a worthy cause 

For this year the Milwaukee Sail and Power Squadron Executive Committee has 

voted to have funds contributed to a fellow boater. Past SSYC member, sail boat 

owner, and restaurateur Lydia Chicoine. Lydia joined the Peace Corp in June of 

2014. She is spending the 24 months of her volunteer time in Parakou, Benin 

West Africa. She is working on many projects. (see next page). 

To make a tax deductible contribution to Lydia's latest Peace Corp Project go to: 

https://donate.peacecorps.gov/donate/project/health-center-pharmacy/

#amount-form 

MATC Student 

 

T 
here is a second project that I would like to tell you about. One of my stu-

dents at MATC wants to pass out 500 Christmas cards this year, last year he 

passed out 465, to people on the bus, students at MATC, and others not so fortu-

nate. He says "there is always someone worse off then you". He has no family here 

in Milwaukee and has done this each year since 1997 when his mother passed 

away. He does this at his own expense. 

 

If you would like to bring a box of Christmas cards to the Holiday Party, I will 

pass them on to him so that he can reach his goal of handing out 500 Christmas 

Cards to strangers this Christmas. 

 

Thank You 

Kim 
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Peace Corps Charity 

My projects:  by Lydia Chicoine 

I 
 am working to help a health center build/find funding 

for a roof for their existing neighborhood health center 

also adding a depot pharmacy that sells affordable priced 

(generic) medicine and first aid supplies for the neighbor-

hood. The pharmacy is very important because the in-

come from the sales is needed to pay the staff to run the 

health center. They are barely staying open now. The 

health center is needed because the only other options are 

hospitals and big costly centers that are unaffordable to 

the local people in the area. 

Bori well project. This project is to benefit a 30 member 

women’s farm group in a village. They have a Moringa 

farm that currently can produce Moringa one time a year 

because of the dry season and lack of a water source. Now 

they have to walk 1.8 miles through the African bush to 

work the farm. If they want to produce Moringa more 

than one time a year they have to carry 6 gallon jugs of 

water out their each week to water the trees, which they are now doing 

I am organizing hand washing training sessions for vendors who sell street food outside the schools 

to the students. Students purchase their daily lunches here (if they can afford lunch and some can-

not). Other volunteers will come and help train Beninoise people how to perform this training so 

they may administer the training on an ongoing basis 

I am working on organizing a Malaria Test and Treat day at a health center in a neighborhood near 

the health center I mentioned above. I hope to test 1500 students over 3 days. Many people do not 

realize they have malaria because they are asymptomatic. This is most common in children. The ma-

laria is the hurting their liver unknown to them. 

I am taking over a project for another volunteer who had to leave early for personal reasons and will 

not return. The project is building a maternity center for a health center. In this health center wom-

en give birth in the same small building where all sicknesses are treated. 

I am working as a business advisor for ABM, Association Beninoise Moringa. The goal of this project 

is to increase the income for members of Association Beninoise Moringa a cooperative started by a 

volunteer here in Benin in 2008. 

To make a tax deductible donation go to: 

https://donate.peacecorps.gov/donate/project/health-center-pharmacy/#amount-form 
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The Milwaukee Sail and Power Squadron  is  part of the 

 United States Power Squadrons  (USPS) 
 

Organized in 1914, USPS is a non profit, educational organization dedicated to making boating 

safer and more enjoyable by teaching classes in seamanship, navigation and related subjects. Our 

members are boating families who contribute to their communities by promoting safe boating 

through education. We enjoy participating with our fellow members on the water and in the 

classroom. USPS has some 45,000 members organized into 450 squadrons across the country 

and in some US territories. USPS is America's largest non-profit boating organization and has 

been honored by three US presidents for its civic contributions.  

For information regarding membership in the 

Milwaukee Sail & Power Squadron contact:  

Membership Director, Ted  Smyczek 

12600 W. Crawford Ave 

New Berlin, WI 53151-5422 

262-786-2599 

tmsmyczek@netzero.net 


