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MARCH, 2013 

Mike Wiedel, Commander Milwaukee Sail and Power Squadron 

 

T 
he USPS Annual Meeting was held in Jackson-

ville Fl, on January 13-20 2013. All of the USPS 

departments and programs were present and con-

ducted both their closed working meetings and their 

open meetings on Monday to Thursday. Friday was 

the USPS expo where, much like a trade show, all 

departments and some outside vendors had information kiosks set up and 

staffed to answer questions about their programs. From the meeting I came 

away with the following highlights. 

 

From the Secretary’s Departments: 

Currently USPS has about 35000 members nationally; down slightly from this 

time last year, however the membership is not falling as rapidly as last year.  

USPS is going to be updating it national website with the help of a contacted 

company, Next Generation Web Design. The project is called USPS 2.0. To 

(Continued on page 4) 

Commanders Report 2012-2013 

Cmdr Michael Wiedel, JN 

 

I 
t is hard to believe how fast a year has gone. About this time last year I was 

preparing for assuming the Commanders Office of the Milwaukee Sail and 

Power Squadron. Now I am preparing to turn the helm over to Chuck Kersey 

who will be assuming command at the Change of Watch March 10th.  

 

In my remarks at the last Change I suggested that the only persons who came 

make a difference in the squadron are its members, and I am happy to say 

many of you took my remarks to heart. We have added a couple of new mem-

bers to our ranks, did a better job of retaining current members than in the 

past, and one of our new members has even agreed to become part of our Exec-

utive Committee. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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You also helped out at the Southwind Marine Seminar Series of classes, where our squadron offered a different semi-

nar or class every week to the public. That is a total of 38 seminars and classes we have held at Southwind during the 

past year, and I commend the membership, and Ron Kraase along with the educational department members, for all 

the support they have shown for this endeavor. I would also like to thank the management and staff of Southwind Ma-

rine for providing a comfortable learning environment, for these activities. 

 

You also conducted three public ABC classes, Piloting, Advanced Piloting, and JN member Advanced Grade Classes, 

and Marine Communications and Weather member elective courses.  You participated in National Safe Boating Week 

Activities, the Life Jacket Wear it Campaign, conducted a Co-op Charting event, and Vessel Safety Check blitzes, and 

staffed a booth at the Milwaukee Boat Show. 

 

You also put on our traditional events such as the flair shoot and fire fighting demonstration, members cruises on the 

Voyager and the Brew City Queen excursion boats, Saturday at the dock breakfasts, attended the District 10 Rendez-

vous in Waupaca, and participated in our monthly membership dinners and programs, to name a few of the social ac-

tivities.  

 

As I stated during my remarks at the beginning of the watch year, the base of the USPS triangle is fraternal, and forms 

the support for the other 2 sides. I am happy to see you have taken up the challenge to reinforce that base, and all it 

supports.  

  

So, I ask that you continue to give the support you have shown me to our new commander Chuck Kersey. You and I 

must continue to support the missions of our organization and set the example for our fellow boaters, and of course, 

have a little fun. 

 

 As our squadron approaches it seventy five year Anniversary and USPS nationally celebrates its one hundred tear 

milestone, the challenging seas of recreational boating education will continue to change, however with your support I 

am confident Milwaukee and USPS will be around for the next one hundred years. 

 So what is the cost? I hope you agree the benefits received from membership far outweigh the monetary cost. Thank 

you for the opportunity to serve as you commander, it has been a privilege and honor to represent you. So the cost of 

membership to me is….PRICELESS.  .  

(Continued from page 1) 
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convey the USPS message four watch words make up the theme of the new site 

Experience, Informative, and Fun. Community-Minded.  The Flag and Etiquette 

Committee and the Historians Committee will merge and become the Heritage 

and Protocol Committee, and should result in some cost savings.  

All squadrons & districts have the ability to set up payment for any events via the 

SailAngle website platform.  

There are 352 Squadron Websites.  

 

From the Treasurer’s Departments: 

On an operating basis revenues are now up slightly from last year and expenses 

are up about the same amount, with a net loss of $85k for the year through Octo-

ber. Non-operating revenues are now up $91k largely because of improved per-

formance of the Century Fund. Expenses are down $128k due to grant expenses, 

producing a net profit of $115k vs. a loss of $105k last year at this time. Again, 

these results are more of a timing issue with grant income and expenses than 

indicator of overall performance. Nevertheless investment results have been 

good and a real help to our bottom line. 

 

We continue to operate far below budget. Work has already begun on the budget 

for next year. The Chief has challenged everyone to come up with further ex-

pense reductions and, more importantly, revenue increases for 2014. 

 

The continuing operating losses pose a significant problem for our organization. 

That money must come out of our Investment Fund, basically our savings ac-

count, and as that fund diminishes we face an increasing risk of having cash 

shortfalls. Continuing losses mean that we will either have to find a way to in-

crease our revenues or face the prospect of downsizing the organization to suit. 

 

From The Executive Departments: 

USPS has 2014 Vessel Examiners and did 29412 Vessel Safety Checks total. 

USPS received an approximate total of 40,000 decals from BoatUS and the Unit-

ed States Coast guard for the program. There were 26214 successful examina-

tions done requiring that amount of decals. From those figures, it is estimated 

that there is a surplus of 25,928 decals left in the possession of USPS personnel 

in 33 Districts and 414 Squadrons that will have to be destroyed as they are dat-

ed for the year 2012. It is suggested that the following distribution of decals sup-

plied by BoatUS to USPS be the total of the 2012 successful examinations plus 35 

percent or a requested total of 40,000 decals for the year 2013. 

 

The Safety Committee is working with MemCom to develop the rules for the VSC 

recruit a member contest. The contest will award the VSC that attracts the most 

new members with a free trip. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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In accordance with a standing agreement with the United States Coast Guard 

concerning the transfer of Inflatable life jackets to the United States Power 

Squadrons in 2008, the following accountability report is submitted for the year 

2012. Total Jackets Accountable in 2012 2981 Total Jackets reported in 2012 

2691 Total Jackets not reported in 2012 290 

 

 USPS is about to have a squadron in Alaska. 

 

 Since the Detroit meeting the USPS Board of Directors voted to dissolve Aca-

diana Power Squadron in D/21. 

 

From The Educational Departments: 

 America’s Boating Course 3rd Edition 2012 reprinting is selling, not to budget 

expectations, with classroom registrations as of 1 December 2012 only 25% com-

pared to last year; 155 of our 400+ squadrons have NOT conducted an ABC3 

class so far this USPS EdDept year. Review of the course content is in progress 

with NASBLA to ensure we have the right stuff in the 8-hour course.   

 

Basic Coastal Navigation seminar is in rewrite to reflect current electronic navi-

gation material.  How to Use a Chart seminar was updated.  Paddle Smart re-

mains outdated, is planned for revision in 2013. Trailering seminar is due for 

review and updating. The corrected version of Seamanship, labeled 2012, is fin-

ished. Currently Sail is being revised. Other revisions of seminars currently is 

process include Rules of the Road, Powerboat Handling, and Partner in Com-

mand. Partner in Command is slated to be the first on-line offering of USPS ma-

terial on the Boat US website. Similar work has begun on two other seminars, 

Emergencies on Board and Anchoring, in preparation for appearing on-line with 

Boat US. 

  

The Brunswick Dealer Advantage Partnership is ready for national launch. The 

"national launch" is projected for the second week of January (2013) and will be 

a “soft launch”. By “soft launch” it is meant that Brunswick will provide full in-

formation and marketing packets to their participating BDA members. In addi-

tion, Brunswick will be making telephone calls, as well as email and other elec-

tronic outreach elements to their members. 

 

 Electronic Navigation Systems has passed internal edit and is in the format/

assembly phase.  

 

Roughly 90% of recreational mariners have not responded to Task Force recom-

mendations that GPS systems be connected to DSC radios, nor are boaters regis-

tering for MMSIs in large numbers. This issue will persist and continued public 

education is needed. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The new weather seminar – Basic Weather and Forecasting – is more compre-

hensive than its predecessor (94 slides versus 63 in the old one). In addition to 

the Onboard Weather Forecasting QuickGuide used in the old seminar, partici-

pants receive a full color Seminar Guide complete with notes—a major upgrade 

from the previous guide. There is no separate printed Instructor Guide. 

  

During April we began shipping the revised JN student manual, JN 2012 The JN 

On-the-Water Guide was completed, approved, and published  

 

From The Chief Commander: 

We begin our year long 100th Anniversary celebration at this meeting. Each Dis-

trict will receive a 100th Anniversary Ensign and each squadron is encouraged to 

add a special ribbon to it. These Ensigns will come back to the 2014 Annual 

Meeting for display at our 100th Anniversary celebration.  

 

We continue to develop our relationships with recreational boat manufacturers 

and dealers, such as Brunswick and Marine Max, with the objective of introduc-

ing their customers to our educational offerings and benefits of USPS member-

ship. Squadrons are encouraged to establish relationships with dealers of any 

manufacturer in their areas to promote USPS as well.  

  

The National Meetings Committee is looking to reformat our national meetings 

to make them more interesting and inclusive with the goal of increasing attend-

ance and participation from suppliers of services and products of interest to our 

members. You’ll see the initial phase of this effort at the San Antonio Governing 

Board meeting this coming September. 

  

We continue to work with the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary to find areas where we 

can partner with them to improve the recreational boating experience and make 

our waters safer for everyone.  

 

As you can see there is a lot happening at the Annual Meeting and the Governing 

Boards, These meetings are open to any member and I encourage any member 

to attend a National meeting. But it is not all business, at lot of fun is had social-

izing with other members, taking side trips to points within the host city, and 

other activities. The next National Meeting is in San Antonio Texas September 1 

to the 8th 2013. Come join in the fun at the famous San Antonio River Walk Visit   

http://www.usps.org/php/reservations/meetinginfo.php?mtg_id=15  Of course 

we will get some work done too. See you there. Any Milwaukee member who at-

tends, the first drink is on me. ….Mike 

(Continued from page 5) 

Report On The 2013 Annual Meeting 
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Published by the Marketing/ PR Committee 

United States Power Squadrons® 

Contact Greg Scotten gscotten@comcast.net 

 

I 
f we were asked to compile a list of our personal safety equipment, I wonder how many of us would include sun glass-

es. Direct sunlight as well as the constant glistening reflection can be harmful to the eyes during a day on the water. It 

is very important that boaters wear proper glasses for their own protection. Unfortunately, we select a pair based on 

style, try them on, and ask, “How do they look?”, when the proper question should be, “How well do they protect?”  

The purpose of a sunglass is to filter out the harmful UVA and UVB light rays. Any sunglass that says “100% UVA and 

UVB protection” will do the job. Stylish glasses that simply have tinted lenses can in fact be harmful to your eyes. The 

tinting on the lenses shades your eyes and keeps your pupils from constricting. This keeps them wide open and they are 

willing receptors to the harmful UV rays in the sunlight. This can lead to eye injuries including macular degeneration and 

cataracts. So style and cost are not good parameters to use when selecting your eye protection. 

It is helpful if boaters wear polarized lenses. Polarization substantially reduces glare and increases your ability to see. I 

wear prescription glasses and recently discussed them with my optometrist. He told me to beware of inexpensive polar-

ized glasses as many simply have a polarizer film applied and the film can scratch and peel off.   

I asked about plastic versus glass lenses and was told that this is a matter of trade offs and personal choice. Plastic is 

lighter and more comfortable, but will scratch easier. As far as endurance goes, glass can shatter and introduces another 

safety issue, but plastic lenses are brittle and can snap leaving a sharp edge also. Other than these issues, if there is 100% 

UV protection, there is no difference in the protection from harmful rays. So once again it is a personal choice.  

I have prescription glasses that transition from light to dark in the presence of sunlight. I was disappointed to learn that 

such transition lenses cannot be made with polarization. It’s a pain to constantly switch my transition glasses with the 

UV protected polarized lenses, but I guess I am doomed to carry two pair with me. 

Eyesight is a precious gift, so be selective when choosing your eye protection and check out the UV ratings before you try 

them on, Oh, by the way; you do look “Mahvelous in yours!” 

To learn more about boating and its joys, contact the boating experts of the United States Power Squadrons. Look for 

their local notices or go to the national website at www.USPS.org. You too can cruise with the boating experts.  

As its members tell us: ““Boating is fun…We’ll show you how.” 

 

  

Lt. Bill Hempel 

Senior Feature Writer 

Marketing/Public relations Committee 

United States Power Squadrons® 

 

“EYE EYE CAPTAIN” OR “OH SAY CAN YOU SEA” 
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Boating Safety-Navigation Lights 

T 
he snow is melting, soon your boat will be in the wa-

ter. Is your boat equipped with the proper navigation 

lights to ensure a safe summer of boating? 

If your boat is less than 16 feet long you may not be re-

quired to equip your boat with lights. However, even if you 

plan never to use your boat at night, visibility may be re-

stricted by dense fog or otherwise., or you may be delayed 

by engine trouble. Lights would aid in your safe return. 

Boats 16 feet of length or longer are required to have the 

proper navigation lights for use under way  when visibility 

is restricted, or from sunset to sunrise and when at anchor. 

The boat must exhibit a masthead light, sidelights and a 

steering stern light. Boats less than 40 feet long may show 

an all around white light visible at 2 miles instead of the 

masthead light and stern lights. Sailboats under sail only 

may combine the sidelights and stern light into one fixture 

to be placed near the top of the mast. Boats at anchor re-

quire a white all around light at the forward part of the ves-

sel and a second all around white light near the stern, 

placed lower than the forward light. Boats less than 24 feet 

long need not show an anchor light. 

 A Masthead Light is a white light placed over the fore-

and-aft centerline of the vessel showing an unbroken light 

over an arc of 22.5º from dead ahead to 22.5º abaft the 

beam on both sides of the vessel. The term “masthead light” 

is sometimes misleading. Many times the light is not placed 

on top of a mast. On motorboats it is often placed on a 

short fixture on top of the cabin. On sailboats it is generally 

part of the way up on the mast. The light must be at least 3 

feet higher than the sidelights. Boats larger than 40 feet in 

length must mount the masthead light 8 feet higher than 

the sidelights. Lights placed too low may illuminate a large 

area of the deck which may present a problem with glare.     

Sidelights are colored lights – red on port and green on 

starboard – showing an unbroken light over an arc at the 

horizon of 112.5º from dead ahead to 22.5º abaft the beam 

on each side. The sidelights may be combined in a single 

fixture carried on the centerline of the vessel. In boats less 

than 40 feet long this combination light needs only to be 

carried as close to the centerline as possible. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Masthead Lights 

Side Lights 
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A Sternlight is a white light showing over an arc of 135º 

and placed as nearly as possible at the stern. It should be 

visible for about two miles. 

A Towing Light is a yellow light having the same arc as a 

stern light. 

An All-round Light is a light showing an unbroken light 

over an arc of the horizon of 360º. Boats less than 40 feet 

long may show an all-around white light instead of  the 

mast head light and stern light 

Sailboats under sail only may combine the sidelights and 

stern light onto one fixture to be placed near the top of the 

mast. 

Rules for boats at anchor may require a white all around 

light at the forward part of the vessel and a second all 

around white light near the stern, placed lower than the 

forward light. Boats less than 24 feet long need not show an 

anchor light. 

When navigation lights are required, no other lights, which 

may be mistaken for navigation lights, may be shown. The 

display of the proper navigation lights add to your safety at 

night. 

I  wish you a safe and enjoyable summer of boating! 

Gisela Murray, SN 

(Continued from page 8) 

All-Round Light 

Navigation Lights 

Stern Lights 
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 USPS Education Set to Go Viral 

USPS is partnering with the BoatUS Foundation to put its courses and semi-

nars online in the next couple of years. Targeted to boaters we never see in 

class, these complete online courses and seminars will generate revenue and 

potential members for squadrons and USPS. The first seminar, Partner in 

Command, will be up and running around the end of February 2013. These 

courses will be available to both members and the public. Watch for more de-

tails at usps.org/eddept. — Eileen Rickard 

Get Discounts for Great Lakes Cruising Club School Webinars 

Did you know that USPS members can take Great Lakes Cruising Club School webinars 

at reduced rates? More than 40 webinars have been planned for the 201213 GLCC 

School curriculum year, which runs OctoberApril. For details, visit the Educational 

Department home page under "News" or click the Great Lakes Cruising Club School 

Logo on the Educational Department home page. — Tom Brincka 

READ MORE http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/glccs.html 

Squadron Emergency Response Assistance Team 

This year begins the USPS' 100th anniversary celebration, and one event leading to the 

formation of USPS was the rescue of sailboaters by powerboaters. Although fairly new, 

the Squadron Emergency Response Assistance Team program has its roots in the be-

ginning of USPS. Through the SERAT program, a group of highly trained volunteers 

provide safety patrols for on-water events, non-emergency patrols and on-the-water 

emergency assistance. What better way to honor our founding members than to imple-

ment a SERAT unit in your squadron. Our committee can provide information on what 

is required and will assist you in starting you own unit. Please feel free to contact us. — 

Jim Strothers 

Office Depot Offers Great Pricing Deals 

USPS members get up to 80% off preferred products (see Best Value List), 15% off re-

tail Web pricing for 3,000 commonly used products, and 93,000 products discounted 

below retail price. Shop online or in local Office Depot stores. You get next-day delivery 

with free shipping on orders over $50. Use the link below to shop online or print an in-

store savings card. — Tom Kemp 

READ MORE http://usps.ctcshares.com 

Two New Boat Show and Classroom Giveaways 

Nautical Check Company is providing free handy recreational boating reference guides, 

one for power boaters and one for sailboaters. The waterproof 40-page spiral-bound 

guides measure 3.5 inches wide by 6.5 inches long and are packed with easy reference 

tips. The inside front cover has a place for squadrons to include their local information. 

Item numbers are 07-26-105 for the Nautical Check Power Boat Edition and 07-26-106 

for the Nautical Check Sail Boat Edition. Look for them on the Ship's Store in the 

Books, DVDs & Prints section. Shipping and handling charges apply. — Tom Kemp 

READ MORE www.shopusps.org/books.html 

Excerpted from the  

“USPS Blast”,  

an informational Newsletter 

distributed  monthly by USPS 

to Editors and Webmasters 
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 Milwaukee Boat Show 

I 
f it is the coldest week of the year can you guess what event is happening? 

Yes, you guessed right, The Milwaukee Boat Show. For the second year members of 

the Milwaukee Sail and Power Squadron partnered with the US Coast Guard Auxiliary for 

the 2013 Milwaukee Boat Show. Members stood watch and conversed with attendees who 

braved sub zero temperatures to attend the show about boating safety topics such as, life 

jacket wear, regulations, boat handling, GPS, AIS and Rescue 21. Members also promoted 

the value membership in the organization as well as class offerings and seminars that are 

available to both members and the public.  

 

In partnering with the Auxiliary we presented a unified theme to the public on boating 

education and safety issues. This partnership also has the benefits of fostering a better 

working relationship between the organizations. 

 

Our Squadron also conducted a one day ABC course at the show. All 13 students passed 

the exam and are wiser and safer boaters thanks to the efforts of our instructors Ron 

Kraase, Kim Rutkowski, John Goetzman, Chuck Kersey, Heinz Kinnius, Mel Fabizak and 

Class Chair Ted Smyczek.  

 

Do to the timing of the Annual Meeting and a work assignment; I was not able to partici-

pate in this year’s show as much as in years past. Thank you to Mel Fabizak, John 

Goetzman, Ron Kraase and Tyler Kraase for booth set up. Thanks to all who pitched in to 

work the booth during the 10 day period, and a special thanks to Mel Fabizak and Heinz 

Kinnius who pitched in and filled the vacant shifts. Finally thank you to Dave Johnsen, 

Joel Berman, and the Members of the US Coast Guard Auxiliary Division 43 who trans-

ported and stored our booth materials. 

Cmdr. Mike Wiedel, JN 
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Change Of WatchChange Of WatchChange Of WatchChange Of Watch    

Milwaukee Sail and Power Squadron 

cordially invites you to attend 

the 74th Annual Change of Watch 

 

Join us for the installation of 

 Charles Kersey as Commander 

and other officers for 

 the 2013-2014 watch year 

 

A brunch will be held 

Sunday March 10th, 2013 

Cocktails: 1130-1230 

Brunch 1230-1330 

Installation to follow 

at Weissgerbers Goldern Mast Inn 

W349 N5293 Lacy's Ln 

 Okauchee, WI 53069 

 

$30.00 per person 

 

Class A Uniform or Business Attire 

Coast Guard Guests Service Dress Blue 

 

Please RSVP by March 3, 2013 

To: Kim Rutkowski @ 

secretary@milwaukeepowersquadron.org 

Slate Of Nominees For The 2013Slate Of Nominees For The 2013Slate Of Nominees For The 2013Slate Of Nominees For The 2013----2014201420142014----Watch YearWatch YearWatch YearWatch Year    
 
Commander: Lt/C Chuck Kersey, AP 
Executive officer: Open 
Educational officer: P/D/C Ron Kraase, SN 
Administrative Officer: P/D/Lt/C Ted Smyczek, SN 
Secretary: P/C Kim Rutkowski, P 
Treasurer: Lt/C Paul Langer, AP 
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Events   

 
MARCH 

 

Karen Beckman Gary Bush Ken Dziubek 

Sue Kersey Larry King Dan Noonan 

Mike Rissell   

 
APRIL 

 

Arthur Dietrich John Grasse Anne Humphrey 

Megan Kubatzke Amy Seeley Mike Wiedel 

 
MAY 

 

Paul Burnstein Joe Dembiec Doug Huskey 

Heinz Kinnius Malcolm McNeil Dave Minerath 

Yolanda Sanchez Ken Shea Gisela Murray 

P/C Kim Rutkowsi and Com-

mander Mike Wiedel at the  

Squadron Christmas Dinner 

which was held at  the Golden 

Mast Inn  on Okauchee Lake, 

 

A great time and good food were 

enjoyed by all who attended 
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Milwaukee Sail and Power Squadron  

Thursday Courses 
All Classes will be held at the South Wind Marine Accessory Store. 147 E. Becher Street 

 Classes begin at 6:30PM  

 414-769-8080 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Visit our website:         

 www.milwaukeepowersquadron.org 

Engine Maintenance May 16—July 25, 2013 Fee $65.00 Registration Required Contact: Ron Kraase 414-541-0134 educational@milwaukeepowersquadron.org 

Instructor: Chuck Kersey is a licensed boat captain. He works for the Mil-

waukee Boat Line on the Vista King, Voyageur, and Iroquois. The course 

covers the operating principles and basic care and maintenance of outboard 

and inboard engines, including diesels.  

Weather Course 

March 14—May 9, 2013 

Fee $65.00 Registration Required Contact: 

Ron Kraase 414-541-0134 

educational@milwaukeepowersquadron.org 

Instructor: Amy Seeley is a Meteorologist— National Weather Service 

Chicago Office. Also the current Marine Outreach Leader for the Chicago 

Office. The course focuses on how weather systems form, behave, move, 

and interact. 
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The Milwaukee Sail and Power Squadron  is  part of the United 

States Power Squadrons  (USPS) 

Organized in 1914, USPS is a non profit, educational organization dedicated to making boating 

safer and more enjoyable by teaching classes in seamanship, navigation and related subjects. 

Our members are boating families who contribute to their communities by promoting safe boat-

ing through education. We enjoy participating with our fellow members on the water and in the 

classroom. USPS has some 45,000 members organized into 450 squadrons across the country 

and in some US territories. USPS is America's largest non-profit boating organization and has 

been honored by three US presidents for its civic contributions. 

For information regarding membership in the 

Milwaukee Sail & Power Squadron contact:  

Membership Director, Ted  Smyczek 

12600 W. Crawford Ave 

New Berlin, WI 53151-5422 

262-786-2599 

tmsmyczek@netzero.net 

The Deck Watch Is published  by the 

Milwaukee Sail and  Power Squadron 

in the months of March, June , Septem-

ber and December.  Items  for publica-

tion are due no later than the  14th day 

of the month previous to publication.  

 

Please send questions, comments,  Ros-

ter  information, updates/changes, 

photos, news etc. to: 

 capluck@yahoo.com 

 

P/C Carl Pluckhan SN 

 Editor 


